
St Bridget of Ireland
CATHOLIC CHURCH
1024 W. Main St. Berryville, VA 22611 

November 11,  2018

St. Bridget (or Brigid) of Kildare is one of the three major patron saints of Ireland 
along with Saint Patrick and Saint Columba. Saint Bridget’s faith and labors for 

the Lord are remembered among the Irish people through prayers, sacred places, 
blessings and customs. St. Bridget was an extraordinary woman of faith: strong in 
her mission, loyal to the Lord, faithful to the Church, generous to the poor and 
hospitable to missionaries. St. Bridget laid strong foundations for the Church in 
Ireland. Her feast day is February 1st, the first day of the Celtic Spring.

Pastor: 
Father Paul Grankauskas

Rectory:
P 540-277-2943 • F 540-277-2945

office@stbridgetberryville.org
Hours: Mon-Fri 9 AM - 4 PM (closed 12-1 PM)

Religious Education:  
John Sengewalt    540-277-2948 

dre@stbridgetberryville.org
Office Hours:  Sun after class until 1 PM

 Wed 9 - 3 / Sat by apt
Tue & Thur 9 - 4 in the rectory.

Office of Youth Ministry:
Michael Murrow  OYM@stbridgetberryville.org 

Music Ministry: 
Stacy Sefton   Music@stbridgetberryville.org

Organist: 
Jenny Sorenson  jtsorenson@comcast.net

Eucharistic Minister / Lectors:
Chet Lewandowski    540-722-7231

Servers:
John Sengewalt    540-277-2948 

Sacristan:
Becky Jackson    540-955-1715

Ushers:
Jim Willis    sargewillis@yahoo.com

Men’s Club:
 Meets the last Saturday each month 
8 AM, in Hobert Hall (7:30 Breakfast). 

Dick Drake  men@stbridgetberryville.org 

Women’s Group: 
Meets 1st Tues. each month after noon mass

Mary Kay Batka  
women@stbridgetberryville.org

St. Bridget’s Bulletin:  
Deadline Noon Monday

New: bulletin@stbridgetberryville.org 
Ruth Hayes    540-277-2943

Sacramental Information:

Baptisms: 
Sunday, after 9:00 AM  Mass 
Contact the Rectory Office at 540-277-2943

Office Hours: 
Monday - Friday   9 AM - 4 PM

Marriage: 
Contact parish priest at least six (6) months 
prior to proposed date of the wedding.  
Contact the Rectory Office at 540-277-2943

Office Hours: 
Monday - Friday   9 AM - 4 PM

Confessions:  
Saturday   4 PM - 5 PM
Sunday   8 - 8:30 AM

Rosary:  
The rosary is prayed after the 12:05 PM 
Mass on the 1st Friday of each month

Prayer List:
Contact Becky Jackson at 540-955-1715

FISH:
Food collection is in the narthex on the 2nd 
Sunday each month. Please give generously.

Mass Schedule:

Saturday
9 AM and 5:30 PM (Sunday Vigil)

Sunday:
9 AM

Weekdays:
Monday & Tuesday   12:05 PM
Wednesday   9 AM
Thursday & Friday   12:05 PM

Holy Days:
12:05 PM and 7 PM

Nationwide Mass Schedule:  
www.thecatholicdirectory.com

Hospitalized and Homebound:
Notify the rectory at 540-277-2943 so 
that the hospitalized and homebound 
parishioners may receive the pastoral 
care of the church.

Website:
www.stbridgetberryville.org

Coffee & Donut Sundays:
1st Sunday: Men’s Club
2nd Sunday: Knights of Columbus
3rd Sunday: Youth Ministry



St. Bridget of Ireland

Pastor’s Words  
In his spiritual autobiography, The Confessions, St. Augustine writes 
about a conversation he had with his mother just before her death. 
Monica told her son that she cared little about where she died or was 
buried. All she asked was that her son remember her at the altar. 

I have done quite a few funeral services which consisted of a simple 
prayer service at the funeral home, perhaps followed by the burial, 
but no funeral Mass. This might be because many of the family 
members are not Catholic and therefore do not ask for a funeral 

Mass. This might be because the deceased was an inactive Catholic. This might be because the de-
ceased did not want to make big fuss with funeral arrangements.

In this month of November, the Church particularly prays for the repose of the souls of all the faithful 
departed. Why do we do this? 

The answer is simply that we are a people of hope. I’m not speaking of hope as a “wishful thinking” 
kind of thing. I’m speaking about the theological virtue of hope. We believe that Jesus Christ suffered 
and died, was buried, and rose again from the dead.We believe that he ascended into heaven to 
prepare a place for us. God has promised us a heavenly inheritance. But, if we believe that God has 
already promised this, why do we need to pray? 

The life of heaven consists of seeing God face to face, what we call the Beatific Vision. We will know 
God and be known by Him. We will love Him and be loved by Him. Is the soul that departs this life 
prepared to enter the presence of the Holy One? Nothing sinful can enter the heavenly kingdom. If a 
soul departs this life still attached to some sin, or if that soul has not made sufficient atonement for 
sin through penance, it may have to undergo a purification. Purgatory is a reality. In one of his letters, 
Paul speaks of the soul undergoing judgment as by fire. The fire burns away empty works. 

The Church teaches us that we can assist the suffering souls in Purgatory with our prayers. The 
highest form of prayer we can offer is the Mass. I recall a saint once saying that all other prayers and 
sacrifices are things which man offers to God. The sacrifice of the Mass is God’s offering for man. The 
Mass is a re-presentation of the sacrifice of Calvary, of the cross. The graces obtained through the 
Divine Son’s offering on the cross can be shared with the living, in the sacramental life of the Church. 
They may be shared with the deceased, especially the souls in Purgatory. Our prayer is that the Blood 
of Christ will cleanse our loved ones of whatever sins they may have committed and purify them for 
the life of heaven. 

My dad died in 1989, almost 30 years ago. I know my dad was a man of faith. He was actively 
involved in the church as I was growing up. In his dying days, he welcomed receiving Holy 
Communion at home. I also know that he was not perfect. To this day, I still remember him at the 
altar, along with all the deceased members of my family. I try to remember those whose funerals I 
have celebrated throughout the years. 

To remember our loved ones at Mass, to have Masses offered for our loved ones, is a great act of love 
on our part for those who have died. Even Mother Theresa, who was often considered a living saint 
while in her earthly life, asked her sisters to pray for her after death. 

If we are Catholic, a funeral Mass should not be considered “a big fuss.” It should be considered “a big 
must.” Praying for the deceased is a great act of love. 

May the Divine Assistance remain with us always. May the souls of the faithful departed, through the 
mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen.                                        

      In Our Lord,
      Father Paul Grankauskas

Diocesan News & Events:
St. Bridget of Ireland Rectory office will be closed on Monday Nov. 12 in observation of Veterans 
Day. Bishop Burbidge will be celebrating Confirmation at our parish for 26 of our Confirmandi on 
Saturday Dec. 1 at 10 am. Retirement Fund for Religious is being collected this week, remember to 
support those who have served us for our lifetime.

Mass Times 
& Intentions 

St. Bridget of Ireland Mass Intention 
Book for 2019 is open and intentions 

can be made at the Rectory office from 
9 AM - 4 PM M-F. 

 
Monday, November 12:

Noon Mass † All Souls 

Tuesday November 13:
Noon  Mass † Dian MacNeil 

Wednesday November 14:
9 AM Mass

Thursday November 15:
Noon Mass  † Bill Carroll

Friday November 16:
Noon Mass † Dave Gregg

Saturday November 17:
9 AM  † Al Zuber

5:30 PM  Parish Family

Sunday November 18:
9 AM  † Jacqueline Peout

Prayer List:
Please remember the following  

people in your prayers:

Julius Lee, Cara Kravetz, Tony Tringale, 
Donna Surina, Josephine Vesey, 

Larry Krasinski, Anita Rittelmeyer, 
Faye Haering and Jim Willis.

If you would like to add someone 
to this list, please contact 

Becky Jackson at 540-955-1715.

Spiritual Thought
“Kind words can be short and 

easy to speak, but their echoes 
are truly endless”

  St. Teresa of Calcutta



November 11, 2018

Keys to Resilience November 14, 2018 10:00am – 1:00PM  St Joseph Catholic Church 750 Peachtree 
St, Herndon, VA 20170  Resilience is the ability to overcome difficult times, to leave behind emotional 
wounds, and to look toward the future. These skills allow people to bounce back from disappointment 
and failure stronger and more determined than ever. Lunch provided! RSVP to sodwyer@ccda.net

FYI:
 
St. Bridget of Ireland Women’s Group will host HOLIDAY BRUNCH  DECEMBER 2, 2018! at Hobert 
Hall immediately following 9:00 am Mass.  All parishioners are invited to participate.  Families are 
asked to bring a covered dish to serve approximately six to eight (6-8) people, in throw-away 
containers or clearly marked with name and phone #.  Bring your dish to the kitchen by 9:30 AM on 
Sunday morning. Suggested dishes are breakfast casserole, coffee cakes, croissants, biscuits, biscuits & 
gravy, deviled eggs, fruit, vegetable and cheese trays, pastries or donuts, etc.  If your family enjoys the 
dish, everyone will like it.  Drinks will be furnished. Religious Education hours will be 
modified to allow students to attend the brunch.  Volunteer to help set up, prep food or clean up, 
please contact Patty Doyle at (540) 955-0438 or pandpdoyle@comcast.net. 
 
Knights of Columbus Council at St. Bridget of Ireland   The St. Bridget Knights of Columbus council 
16938 is sponsoring a “Keep Christ in Christmas” campaign.  We are selling Christmas cards that 
exemplify the theme.  We will be in the Narthex or in Hobert Hall after masses for the next several 
weeks.  KIDS: We are also having a poster contest that demonstrates the theme.  Watch the bulletin 
carefully for rules and info.  All men of the parish are invited to join the Knights of Columbus. www.
KofCBerryville.org

November 11, 2018  Divine Mercy said:  “Pray as much as you can for the dying.  By your entreaties, 
obtain for them trust in My mercy, because they have most need of trust, and have it the least.  Be 
assured that the grace of eternal salvation for certain souls in their final moment depends on your 
prayer...”   (St. Faustina Diary, 1777)  
 
Hostess with the Mostest!  Be a “hostess” or a “guest”, both will have a fun evening supporting New 
Eve Maternity Home on Saturday, December 1, 6:30 PM - 8:30 PM Sacred Heart’s Muldowney Hall.  
Author Michael Foley will speak about his book Drinking with the Saints: A Sinner’s Guide to a Holy 
Happy Hour while all enjoy complimentary appetizers and sample a flight of drinks from his book.   
Hostesses invite friends to join their table of 8, have fun decorating their table, (prize awarded for the 
best table) & supply a dessert for your table. Or reserve a place as a guest for $20   For more exciting 
information please contact JoAnn Blaker at 304-839-8890.  

Backpack Ministry:  Donations of tuna or Chef Boyardee are greatly appreciated. We are helping to 
pack backpacks of food for 38 children in CCPS. Please put donations in tubs in the Narthex. Thanks 
for your generosity! Any questions, please email M.K. Batka women@stbridgetberryville.org 

St. Bridget Window Books:  Are avalible for sale for $10, contact Patty Doyle, 540-955-0438.  It’s the 
perfect Christmas gift

Youth Ministry: There will be an OYM meeting on November 11th at 6 PM in Hobert Hall.  This 
session’s primary purpose will be the viewing of Tricked: Inside the World of Teen Sex Trafficking. 
This video training program explains the dangerous realities of sexual trafficking.  A short social with 
snacks will follow the video

Help Needed:
Ushers Needed: As our parish grows, so are needs for ushers at the Saturday vigil mass at 5:30 PM. 
Please contact office@stbridgetberryville.org or call (540) 277-2943

Lectors and Eucharistic Ministers are needed also.  Contact office@stbridgetberryville.org  or call 
(540) 277-2943 or talk to Fr. Paul.

FISH of Clarke County is a Christian organization of volunteers. There are several vacancies on both 
the Help Line and Driver sections.  For the Help Line, we are asking for one day a month to answer our 
Help Line phone.  We will forward the FISH line to the comfort of your own home for that one day and 
hours are 8:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. Training will be provided.  For volunteer Drivers, we ask that you have 
a good driving record and willing to drive to medical appointments roundtrip from Clarke County to 
Winchester.  Please call the FISH Help Line (955-1823) and Volunteer!”

2018-19 Religious 
Education Program

Saint of the Week:  St. Gertrude
Gertrude was born at Eisleben in Saxony in 

1256. At the age of five, she was placed 
in the care of the Benedictine nuns at 

Rodalsdorf and later became a nun in the 
same monastery, of which she was elected 
Abbess. The following year she was obliged 
to take charge of the monastery at Helfta, 

to which she moved with her nuns.  St. 
Gertrude had enjoyed a good education. 

She wrote and composed in Latin and was 
versed in Sacred Literature. The life of this 

saint, though not replete with stirring events 
and striking 

actions, was one of great mental activity. 
It was the mystic life of the cloister, a life  

hidden with Christ in God. Together with her 
friend and teacher Saint Mechtild, she 
practiced a spirituality called “nuptial 

mysticism,” that is, she came to see herself 
as the bride of Christ. Her spiritual life was 
a deeply personal union with Jesus and his 
Sacred Heart, leading her into the very life 

of the Trinity. She was characterized by great 
devotion to the Sacred Humanity of Our 

Lord in His Passion and in the Blessed 
Eucharist, and by a tender love for the 

Blessed Virgin. She died in 1302.  Gertrude’s 
feast day is November 16th.

Classes will be on November 11th and 18th 
ONLY this month.

All are invited to Discover Sacred Heart 
Academy dates are November 11 – 17

Sacred Heart Academy will be joining other 
Catholic schools across the nation in 

sponsoring “Discover Catholic Schools 
Week.”  It’s not too early to consider sending 
your child to the Academy next school year. 

Please contact the Academy office for a 
personalized tour or please plan to attend 
our Open House on Thursday, November 
15 from 6:00PM until 7:30 PM.  Come and 

see faithful Catholic academy excellence in 
action. For moreinformation, email 
lanthonyprice@sacredheartva.org.

Good Shepherd School, a Pre-K through 8th 
grade Classical and Montessori school is in 

Purcellville. They expect to have very limited 
openings for the 2019 -2020 placement, 

with enrollment beginning Dec. 1st. Please 
email the Director of Adminssions, 

Katheryn Caro  at 
admissions@goodshepherdschoolva.com 

with your questions.  



 

Direct: 540.336.5186
 540.542.6133 ext. 106

Fax: 703.564.3740
cbartlett@alcovamortgage.com
www.Cary-Bartlett.com

200 N. Braddock Street
Winchester, VA 22601

ALCOVA MORTGAGE
Showing You the Way Home

Cary Bartlett
Branch Partner, NMLS ID#276713

530 E Main Street
Purcellville, VA 20132

guestservices@dilzereyecare.com

540.338.1833
540.338.3791

D Scott Dilzer, OD

www.dilzereyecare.com


