
St Bridget of Ireland
CATHOLIC CHURCH
1024 W. Main St. Berryville, VA 22611 

September 9,  2018

St. Bridget (or Brigid) of Kildare is one of the three major patron saints of Ireland 
along with Saint Patrick and Saint Columba. Saint Bridget’s faith and labors for 

the Lord are remembered among the Irish people through prayers, sacred places, 
blessings and customs. St. Bridget was an extraordinary woman of faith: strong in 
her mission, loyal to the Lord, faithful to the Church, generous to the poor and 
hospitable to missionaries. St. Bridget laid strong foundations for the Church in 
Ireland. Her feast day is February 1st, the first day of the Celtic Spring.

Pastor: 
Father Paul Grankauskas

Rectory:
P 540-277-2943 • F 540-277-2945

office@stbridgetberryville.org
Hours: Mon-Fri 9AM - 4PM (closed 12-1 PM)

Religious Education:  
John Sengewalt    540-277-2948 

dre@stbridgetberryville.org
Office Hours:  Sun after class until 1 PM

 Wed 9 - 3 / Sat by apt
Tue & Thur 9 - 4 in the rectory.

Office of Youth Ministry:
Michael Murrow  OYM@stbridgetberryville.org 

Music Ministry: 
Stacy Sefton   Music@stbridgetberryville.org

Organist: 
Jenny Sorenson  jtsorenson@comcast.net

Eucharistic Minister / Lectors:
Chet Lewandowski    540-722-7231

Servers:
John Sengewalt    540-277-2948 

Sacristan:
Becky Jackson    540-955-1715

Ushers:
Jim Willis    sargewillis@yahoo.com

Men’s Club:
 Meets the last Saturday each month 
8AM, in Hobert Hall (7:30 Breakfast). 

Dick Drake  men@stbridgetberryville.org 

Women’s Group: 
Meets 1st Tues. each month after noon mass

Mary Kay Batka  
women@stbridgetberryville.org

St. Bridget’s Bulletin:  
Deadline Noon Monday

office@stbridgetberryville.org 
Ruth Hayes    540-277-2943

Sacramental Information:

Baptisms: 
Sunday, after 9:00 AM  Mass 
Contact the Rectory Office at 540-277-2943

Office Hours: 
Monday - Friday   9 AM - 4 PM

Marriage: 
Contact parish priest at least six (6) months 
prior to proposed date of the wedding.  
Contact the Rectory Office at 540-277-2943

Office Hours: 
Monday - Friday   9 AM - 4 PM

Confessions:  
Saturday   4 PM - 5 PM
Sunday   8 AM - 8:30 AM

Rosary:  
The rosary is prayed after the 12:05 PM 
Mass on the 1st Friday of each month

Prayer List:
Contact Becky Jackson at 540-955-1715

FISH:
Food collection is in the narthex on the 2nd 
Sunday each month. Please give generously.

Mass Schedule:

Saturday
9 AM and 5:30 PM (Sunday Vigil)

Sunday:
9 AM

Weekdays:
Monday & Tuesday   12:05 PM
Wednesday   9 AM
Thursday & Friday   12:05 PM

Holy Days:
12:05 PM and 7 PM

Nationwide Mass Schedule:  
www.thecatholicdirectory.com

Hospitalized and Homebound:
Notify the rectory at 540-277-2943 so 
that the hospitalized and homebound 
parishioners may receive the pastoral 
care of the church.

Website:
www.stbridgetberryville.org

Coffee & Donut Sundays:
1st Sunday: Men’s Club
2nd Sunday: Knights of Columbus
3rd Sunday: Youth Minstry



St. Bridget of Ireland

Pastor’s Words
In college, I was an English major. That means I had to take a lot of 
literature courses. 

Twenty years later, I decided to go back and re-read some of the classi-
cal works I first encountered in those courses. I wanted to see if 20 years 
of life experience had any impact on my appreciation for those books. 

The experiment proved to be a success. 

I first read The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn as a college sophomore. 
I’ll admit I thought it was boring. Twenty years later, with the help of the 

right commentary, I had a better appreciation for the moral complexity of the story. I even laughed a 
little more at Tom Sawyer and Huck’s efforts to free Jim, a runaway slave, from captivity. 

In college, I thought Nathaniel Hawthorne was dry and boring. Not anymore. In college, I thought 
Bram Stoker’s Dracula was boring. Twenty years later, I find it creepy and good Fall reading. 

Age can certainly give us a greater appreciation for things, even in the spiritual life. 

In this week’s Gospel, Jesus takes a deaf mute aside and heals him by touching his tongue with spittle. 
Our Lord could easily have healed the man with a word, but he chooses this personal contact. 

This encounter reminds us that our faith is very Incarnational. The celebration of the Sacraments all 
involve ritual words and actions, things that we can hear, see, and smell, and touch. We are creatures 
of body and soul, and Our Lord comes to us in ways which are befitting our nature. 

In every personal relationship, no matter how close we are (parents, siblings, best friends) there are 
moments when we need to say, “l’m sorry,” and “I forgive you.” Love should be what moves us to say 
this. If those words are essential to restoring peace in our human relationships, how much more are 
they essential in our relationship with our heavenly Father? In the Sacrament of Reconciliation, we 
have a place where we can say we’re sorry and hear someone actually say, “I absolve you of your sins.” 
God accomplishes something remarkable in that moment. 

Did I appreciate that when I was a kid? Probably not. I just went to confession, then went about my 
merry way. Over the years, I have come to appreciate more deeply the kindness and love the Lord has 
for me when he shows me such mercy. It is not a grace to be taken for granted. Sometimes it takes us 
a little while to realize what God is doing in our lives. When we do, hopefully that carries over into our 
relationships with others. We are, after all, to love others as Christ has loved us. 

Today, I enjoy celebrating Baptisms and first Holy Communions. I enjoy helping people prepare 
for Confirmation. In helping others prepare for these key moments in our spiritual journey, I gain a 
deeper appreciation of their meaning in my own life. I can’t remember the day of my Baptism, but I 
certainly have a deeper appreciation for what it means to be Baptized. I can’t remember much of my 
First Communion, but I certainly have a deeper appreciation of the Eucharist. 

I pray that you will find the same in your own spiritual life. The words and actions in each sacramental 
celebration seem so simple, but God is accomplishing so much through them. We do not want to take 
that for granted.

        In Our Lord,
        Father Paul Grankauskas

Diocesan News & Events:
Women’s Bible Study: Walking with Purpose is in its 6th year at Sacred Heart and brings women to a 
deeper personal relationship with Jesus Christ. WWP offers personal study and small group discussion 
that link our everyday challenges with the solutions given to us through the teachings of Christ and 
the Roman Catholic Church. Morning and evening classes available. Contact Michele Sunderlin at 
540-514-0908 or hislambstwo@gmail.com.  Registration forms in narthex also in Pink folder.

Celebrating A Silver or Golden Wedding Anniversary This Year?  Were you married in 1968 or 
1993? Then join Bishop Michael F. Burbidge for the 2018 Marriage Jubilee Mass to be celebrated on 
Sunday, October 14th at 2:30 p.m. at the Cathedral of St. Thomas More in Arlington, Va. Contact the 
parish office to register no later than September 14th. For more info, www.arlingtondiocese.org/MJM.

Mass Times 
& Intentions 

St. Bridget of Ireland Mass Intention 
Book is open for 2019. Mass Inten-
tions can be made at the Rectory 

office during business hours, 9am-
4pm. Find an available date, obtain 

a remembrance card and make a 
donation for your special date.

 
Monday, September 10:

Noon Mass + Charles Knox Cameron

Tuesday September 11:
Noon Mass + James Statz

Wednesday September 12:
No Mass 

Thursday September 13:
Noon Mass + Ray O’Brien

Friday September 14:
Noon Mass + Brooke Rice

Saturday September 15:
9 AM  Mass + Thomas M. Trevisani

5:30 PM Mass + Hugh MacGhie

Sunday September 16:
9:00 AM Mass  
Parish Family

Prayer List:
Please remember the following  

people in your prayers:

Maggie O’Connor, Julius Lee, Cara 
Kravetz, Sean Henry, Tony Tringale, 

Nancy Scorca, Frank Cefalu and 
Mary Ann Jackson.

To add someone to this list, contact 
Becky Jackson at 540-955-1715.



September 9, 2018

GIVE AN HOUR-CHANGE A HEART-CHANGE A LIFE!  Join the National Life Chain  Sunday, October 7, 
1-2:00 pm. Arrive at 12:45 pm. Stand prayerfully & peacefully for:  Unborn children, Women victimized 
by abortion, God’s gift of life.  Be a link in this year’s Life Chain. We will stand along Amherst St. in 
Winchester.  Meet at Keating Dr. Official signs provided.  Rain or Shine! Families welcome. Ice cream 
social after. For information, contact Frances Moyer at 571-992-5848 or francesmoyer@hotmail.com.

Greetings:
Congratulations to Peter and Maruxa Lawrence on the baptism of their son Joseph Matthew 
Lawrence, September 1, 2018 at St. Bridget of Ireland by Fr. Paul Grankauskas.

FYI:
Visit Our Website: Please visit the beautiful new website at www.stbridgetberryville.org for 
Mass, confession times and past bulletins. We have had some technical difficulties with the bulletins 
being updated so come to St. Bridget and get one in person!

Knights of Columbus Council at St. Bridget of Ireland:  Please contact our Worthy Chancellor, Tom 
Morley at morleytr@gmail.com for more information on the Knights, our activities, and how to join 
our Council.

September 9, 2018 DIVINE MERCY SAID:  “I desire that you be entirely transformed into love and 
that you burn ardently as a pure victim of love….”  (St. Faustina Diary, 726)

New to Our Parish? New St. Bridget of Ireland registration forms are available in the narthex.  Please 
ask an usher for assistance.  You may return this form to one of the ushers or place it in the collection 
basket.

Backpack Ministry: Thank you for your continuing, generous support of this program. This school 
year, St. Bridget’s has been asked to donate tuna and/or Chef Boyardee items.  Regular sized cans are 
fine, as are the smaller serving sizes, which suit the younger children.  Please put donations in the 
plastic bin in the Narthex.  If you have any questions, contact Mary Kay Batka 540-955-3715. Thanks.

Envelope reporting:  Envelopes are recorded in your parish record for giving. Contact rectory office 
for answers to your questions.

St. Bridget Window Books:  Did you know that there are 16 stained glass windows in the church and 
12 depict something indigenous to Virginia or local spots of interest and history. “Upon this rock I will 
build my church, window #3 contains the state bird of Virginia, the cardinal.” Books on sale for $10, 
contact Patty Doyle, 540-955-0438. Buy one or a couple books for keeping or giving as gifts.

Help Needed:
Ushers Needed: As we grow as new parish, so our needs for ushers for the Saturday vigil Ushers 
Needed:  We are steadily growing as a new parish, so are needs for ushers at the Saturday vigil mass at 
5:30 pm. Please contact Jim Willis at sargewillis@yahoo.com or (540) 550-7984

Advertising: We could still use a few more ads from your favorite places to fill our bulletin.  Contact 
Ruth Hayes at (540) 277-2943.

House to Rent: Mature Mature Catholic couple looking to rent 2-3-bedroom house commutable to 
Warrenton. Moving from Southwest Virginia to be closer to children and grandchildren. No realtors 
please. 540-315-8920; ekjaroma@gmail.com.

FISH of Clarke County is a Christian organization of volunteers. There are several vacancies on both 
the Help Line and Driver sections.  For the Help Line, we are asking for one day a month to answer our 
Help Line phone.  We will forward the FISH line to the comfort of your own home for that one day and 
hours are 8:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. Training will be provided.  For volunteer Drivers, we ask that you have 
a good driving record and willing to drive to medical appointments roundtrip from Clarke County to 
Winchester.  Please call the FISH Help Line (955-1823) and Volunteer!

2018-19 Religious 
Education Program

Saint of the Week:  
St. Gabriel Taurin Dufresse

Gabriel was born in 1750 in Lezoux, 
France.  He was sent to China in 1776 

to undertake his missionary labors 
in the country’s Szechwan Province. 
The renewed persecution of Chinese 

Christians in 1784 led to Father Dufres-
se’s arrest. He soon escaped from prison 
and was taken in by a Chinese Catholic 
family. He subsequently surrendered 
himself to the pagan authorities after 
an auxiliary bishop instructed all the 
priests staying with families to turn 

themselves in rather than expose their 
host families to the danger of arrest. 
Father Dufresse was imprisoned and 

then exiled to Macao. In 1789 he man-
aged to return to Szechwan Province. In 
the years that followed, his missionary 

labors were blessed with increasing 
success. In 1800 he was consecrated 

an auxiliary bishop. The resumption of 
intense anti-Christian persecution in 
1805 put Bishop Dufresse in so much 

danger that he had to change his place 
of residence almost daily. In May of 

1815, he was re-captured, 
and suffered beheading on 

September 14, 1815.

Please contact the RE office at 
dre@stbridgetberryville.org or 

540-277-2948 if you still need to 
register for class.

Mandatory Parent meeting for parents 
of all First and Second Year 

Confirmation students on September 
20th, 7 PM, Hobert Hall

RCIA or Rite of Christian Initiation of 
Adult classes will start on Sept. 27 at 
7 PM. Contact the rectory office for 

further details, 540 277-2943

Spiritual Thought
“Love cannot remain by itself – it has no 
meaning. Love must be put into action, 

and that action is service.” 
  St. Teresa of Calcutta



 

Direct: 540.336.5186
 540.542.6133 ext. 106

Fax: 703.564.3740
cbartlett@alcovamortgage.com
www.Cary-Bartlett.com

200 N. Braddock Street
Winchester, VA 22601

ALCOVA MORTGAGE
Showing You the Way Home

Cary Bartlett
Branch Partner, NMLS ID#276713

530 E Main Street
Purcellville, VA 20132

guestservices@dilzereyecare.com

540.338.1833
540.338.3791

D Scott Dilzer, OD

www.dilzereyecare.com


